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Dear Colleagues, Chers amis, 
Over the last few years, a growing need for psychiatric emergency care has been 
successfully responded in terms of service innovation and increased interdisciplinary 
integration. How to manage valuable transition from emergency intervention to well 
structured acute treatment still is, however, an almost neglected issue. This is a field of 
enormous need and tremendous potential for treatment improvement, research progress 
and health economics. On a changing medical scene, a new acute mental patient and 
his/her emotional crisis challenge contemporary psychiatry to develop more efficient 
mental health policies considering both the unique psychobiological vulnerability a given 
patient and population data. To further discuss these issues, we are pleased to invite you 
to participate into the 7th IAEP meeting that will be held in Geneva February 2-6, 2009. 
The main themes are presented in the front page. The conference will provide a great 
opportunity to report a variety of studies, clinical accounts and service research data, 
both in French and in English. Simultaneous translation will allow to compare a number 
of international points of view as well as to facilitate the active participation of a clinical 
audience. 

Welcome to Geneva! 
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